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Kerygma

May is the Month of Mary; a centuries-old
custom of dedicating the month to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. The month of May is
part of the Easter season, the fifty days we
celebrate in the liturgy the Resurrection of
Our Lord, a time also of awaiting the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

Pray for 

Peace in 

Ukraine and 

the World

http://www.stmalachychurch.org/live?fbclid=IwAR1CM0Pp3psUF7lekgQ-h4967zkNBFvkEWPjNhp9tDUh_ObEB4GsQZxQA3o
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Why is Mary so dear to us?
In this month of May it is always most
appropriate to review why we hold Mary
in such special devotion. Many critics in
this world claim we worship her… but that
just points out their misunderstanding. So,
the following article will attempt to
expand upon the four principal doctrines
we hold in regard to Mary.

Perhaps it is best to begin with Section
971 of the Catechism:

"All generations will call me blessed":
"The Church's devotion to the Blessed
Virgin is intrinsic to Christian worship."
The Church rightly honors "the Blessed
Virgin with special devotion. From the
most ancient times the Blessed Virgin
has been honored with the title of
'Mother of God,' to whose protection the
faithful fly in all their dangers and needs.
. . . This very special devotion . . . differs
essentially from the adoration which is
given to the incarnate Word and equally
to the Father and the Holy Spirit, and
greatly fosters this adoration." The
liturgical feasts dedicated to the Mother
of God and Marian prayer, such as the
rosary, an "epitome of the whole
Gospel," express this devotion to the

Virgin Mary.

“All generations shall call me blessed…”
are words spoken by Mary upon
receiving the message from the angel
Gabriel that she had been selected to
become the Mother of God…mother of
the Word Incarnate.

We know from scripture that God
cannot look upon sin. Therefore, it is
most plausible that God could not be
born of a woman who was predisposed
to sin, but who must by His own special
graces be free from sin. John Duns
Scotus, a Franciscan theologian living
around the year 1305 entered into a
debate with leading Dominican scholars
over this very question about Mary. How
could Mary be free of sin?

A principal argument against Mary’s
ability to be the Mother of God was
brought by quoting from Paul’s letter to
the Romans 3:23…”All of us have sinned
and fallen short of God’s glory.”

In his debate with the Dominicans, John
Duns Scotus argued that Mary was not
redeemed from sin in the usual manner,
but that……

Christ was Mary's Redeemer more
perfectly by preservative redemption in
shielding her from original sin through
anticipating and foreseeing the merits of
his passion and death. This pre-
redemption indicates a much greater
grace and more perfect salvation.

While this issue was debated by church
;leaders for many years following the
time of John Duns Scotus, it was
enthusiastically accepted by the people.
Finally in 1854, Pope Pius IX solemnly
defined the doctrine in Ineffabilis Deus
(Dogma of the Immaculate Conception):

"We declare, pronounce, and define that
the doctrine which holds that the most
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instance of
her conception, by a singular grace and
privilege granted by Almighty God, in
view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the
Savior of the human race, was preserved
free from all stain of original sin, is a
doctrine revealed by God and therefore
to be believed firmly and constantly by
all the faithful.“

The second doctrine that frequently
comes under attack from our society is
the concept of Mary as the Mother of
God.

In Luke’s Gospel we read…“The holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born will be
called holy, the Son of God.” These
words of the angel Gabriel leave no
doubt who the child will be…and Mary is
being asked to participate as mother.
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Although early believers had no doubt
about Mary’s role as Mother of God, it
took the actions of the Council of
Ephesus in 431 AD to publicly declare:
If anyone does not confess that
Emmanuel (Jesus) is God in truth, and
therefore that the Holy Virgin is the
Mother of God (for she bore in a fleshly
way the Word of God become flesh), let
him be “anathema”.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
states this:
CCC 495
Called in the Gospels "the mother of
Jesus", Mary is acclaimed by Elizabeth,
at the prompting of the Spirit and even
before the birth of her son, as "the mother
of my Lord". In fact, the One whom she
conceived as Man by the Holy Spirit, who
truly became her Son according to the
flesh, was none other than the Father's
eternal Son, the second person of the
Holy Trinity. Hence the Church confesses
that Mary is truly "Mother of God"
(Theotokos).

The next doctrine to be considered is the
“Ever Virgin” status of Mary. Scripture
speaks about the brothers and sisters of
the Lord, which causes some of our
Christian friends and neighbors of other
denominations to declare that these
passages show that Mary was not “Ever
Virgin”. Unfortunately, these deductions
come from studying scriptures in English
alone and do not consider the
languages is use at the time of Jesus’
earthly ministry.

There is no word for cousin, nephew,
niece or “in-law” in either ancient
Hebrew or Aramaic, the two principal
languages used in the first century.
Consequently, the brothers and sisters
mentioned as well as Mary’s sister are
actually “in-laws”. Mary the sister of the
Blessed Mother who stands with her
under the cross is the wife of Cleopas.

Cleopas is the younger brother of Joseph
the most chaste spouse of the Blessed
Virgin. Cleopas’ wife was named
Mary…consequently, the Blessed Virgin
did not have a sister with the same
name. In fact, we know that Our Mother
Mary was the only child of Joachim and
Anna.

We also know that James, Joses, Simon
and Judas, mentioned in Matthew’s and
Mark’s Gospels are the children of
Cleopas and Mary…and therefore
“cousins” to Jesus. James and Judas
(Jude Thaddeus) are called by Jesus to
become disciples. James who wrote the
Epistle of James, was known as the
brother of the Lord…but that is because
there was no term for cousin…he could
be thought of as “brethren or family” of
the Lord.

Also, when Mary and the apostle John
are standing under the cross, Jesus gives
her care to John…hardly the thing He
would need to do if Mary had other
children.

The Fathers of the Church were universal
in their understanding that Mary was
“Ever Virgin”, and we recite this fact in
the Eucharistic Prayers in the Holy Mass.

Finally, we believe Mary was assumed
into heaven and has been crowned the
Queen of Heaven.

At the Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD
Emperor Marcian asked the Patriarch of
Jerusalem to bring the relics of Mary to
Constantinople to be enshrined in the
capitol.

The patriarch explained to the emperor
that there were no relics of Mary in
Jerusalem, that "Mary had died in the
presence of the apostles; but her tomb,
when opened later . . . was found empty
and so the apostles concluded that the
body was taken up into heaven."
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Others had been assumed into heaven
before Our Holy Mother…Enoch, Elijah,
and of course, Jesus was resurrected and
ascended into Heaven. So, the tradition
that Mary had been assumed into
Heaven was widespread…nevertheless it
wasn’t until 1950 that Pope Pius XII
defined this event in MUNIFICENTISSIMUS
DEUS, DEFINING THE DOGMA OF THE
ASSUMPTION (November 1, 1950}:

40. Hence the revered Mother of God,
from all eternity joined in a hidden way
with Jesus Christ in one and the same
decree of predestination, immaculate in
her conception, a most perfect virgin in
her divine motherhood, the noble
associate of the divine Redeemer who
has won a complete triumph over sin and
its consequences, finally obtained, as the
supreme culmination of her privileges,
that she should be preserved free from
the corruption of the tomb and that, like
her own Son, having overcome death,
she might be taken up body and soul to
the glory of heaven where, as Queen,
she sits in splendor at the right hand of
her Son, the immortal King of the Ages.

The above stated doctrines and reasons
are why Mary is so dear to us.
-Gordon Peck

MEMORARE

Remember, O most gracious Virgin 
Mary, that never was it known that 
anyone who fled to your protection,
implored your help, or sought your 
intercession, was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence,
I fly unto you, O Virgin of virgins,                        
my Mother.
To you do I come, before you I stand, 
sinful and sorrowful.  O Mother of the 
Word Incarnate, despise not my 
petitions, but in your mercy, hear and 
answer me.

Amen.Know Mary, know Jesus
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An opportunity for Catholic Men to come 
together for Scripture, Prayer, Discussion 

and Inspiration.

Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 
another … Proverbs 27:17

All Men are welcome and invited to attend.
Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Saturday 
each month; 8:00 am – 9:30 am in the 

Social Hall (at St. Paul of Tarsus Church)

Also, the 4th Thursday of each month
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm in the Library

NO cost / NO prerequisites / 
NO long-term commitment

Only requirement: a desire to grow in 
holiness with other men

For questions see … 
https://spotmensfsg.wordpress.com/contact/

St. Paul of Tarsus is at the Northeast corner 
of Romeo Plank and Canal

41300 Romeo Plank Rd, Clinton Twp, MI 
48038

https://www.facebook.com/SPOTJourneyMen/

PROPHETS
Scripture Explained
An Adult Faith Formation Program

LIVE ZOOM

Part One: May   4 May   9

Part Two: May 12 May 16

Part Three: May 19 May 23

LIVE programs in the Gather Space

Each program is repeated on ZOOM           

on the following Monday.  All 

programs at 7:00 pm.

Info: gpeck@stmalachychurch.org
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Saint Malachy:
Web Site-
http://www.saintmalachychurch.org/
And Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachyChurch/

Cable Television:
EWTN (Eternal Word Television Network)
Livestreamed via Internet, or
ATT U-Verse Channel 562
WOW Channel 44
Comcast/Xfinity 393

EWTN Website:  https://www.ewtn.com/
EWTN can be downloaded to your computer, phone, 
or TV (free channel)
Videos On-Demand
https://video.ewtn.com/
Religious Catalogue for Books, Videos. Devotional 
Items, other:
https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/

Archdiocese of Detroit:
https://www.aod.org/
Detroit Catholic Daily News
https://detroitcatholic.com/

Shalom World TV
https://www.shalomworld.org

Ave Maria Radio
https://avemariaradio.net/
Download live or recorded programs

United States Council of Catholic bishops
Policy, Bible (Scriptures) and More
http://www.usccb.org/
Download daily scripture to your phone.  Appears 
around 6:30 am every morning
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/

Word on Fire (bishop Robert Barron)
Daily Readings and Reflection; Books and Videos
https://www.wordonfire.org/

Dynamic Catholic (Matthew Kelly)
Sign up for “Best Lent Ever” daily messages and 
reflections
https://dynamiccatholic.com/

CATHOLIC RESOURCES

Be kind to one another,
Check up on your friends and family,
Give your fellow parishioners a call,
Share the Truth of the Gospel,
Share this Newsletter with them.

Christ is counting on us

My Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thou hast made this journey 
to die for me 
with love unutterable, 
and I have so many times 
Unworthily abandoned Thee; 
but now I love Thee 
with my whole heart, 
And because I love Thee 
I repent sincerely for 
having ever offended Thee. 
Pardon me, my God, 
and permit me to accompany              
Thee on this journey. 
Thou goest to die for love of me; 
I wish also,
my beloved Redeemer, 
to die for love of Thee. 
My Jesus, 
I will live and die 
always united to Thee.

Amen

http://www.saintmalachychurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachyChurch/
https://www.ewtn.com/
https://video.ewtn.com/
https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/
https://www.aod.org/
https://detroitcatholic.com/
https://www.shalomworld.org/
https://avemariaradio.net/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
https://www.wordonfire.org/
https://dynamiccatholic.com/

